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The potential impact of the Habitats 

Directive on designated marine 'Special 

Areas of Conservation' 

This note has been prepared in response to the question : Is it 

legal under the Habitats Directive to reserve large marine areas 

as conservation sites and, moreover, add extensive zones 

around the site where 'disturbing activities' are forbidden ? 

This practice has been followed in Denmark and causes lots of 

problems and restrictions for the dredging industry. 


