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Introduction : 

In the course of the 20th century decisions on transport 

infrastructure have been more and more embedded in often 

complex procedures and ‘ standardised’ methods. Nevertheless, 

decisions about large infrastructure investments remain difficult 

and can be the source of much friction because there is no 

common agreement on the final basis for the decision. 

The decision criteria to develop transport infrastructure could be 

socio-economic considerations, but there are many examples of 

projects that were realised for other than economic reasons : 

transport connections, creating employment, political or 

strategic. 

The current report aims to analyse in detail the existing decision-

making processes and methodologies in use for transport 

infrastructure in various EU countries. The study compares for 

all transport modes the evaluation methodologies that are 



applied as well as the related planning procedures. In cases 

where a country uses distinct models for separate modes, the 

emphasis will be put on the waterborne transport evaluation. 

This first stage of the project has been co-ordinated by EuDA 

with the financial support of Dienst voor de Scheepvaart and NV 

Zeekanaal en Watergebonden Grondbeheer Vlaanderen. The 

data collection and analysis has been done by Strateco – 

Strategic and Economic Research Corp. Eeig, on behalf of the 

initiators. 


